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 Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 
Rotary Small Meeting Room, First Floor 

77 Main Street, Municipal Offices 
Minutes of October 19, 2017 

Approved on November 2, 2017 
 

 Members Present: Nancy Malcolm, Chair, John Anderson, Sam Ostrow, Sarah Peluso, Chris 
Robbins, Barbara Saunders, Steve Terry  

Members Absent:  

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray, Dave Wetmore 

Others Present: Lincoln Lande (GroSolar), Judy Wiger-Grohs and Leslie Kameny 

 
1. Call to Order:  Nancy called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm. 

 
2. Public Comment: No public comments offered. Judy and Leslie were in attendance to discuss 

zoning amendments as members of the Tree Committee. 
 

Staff updates: Town Plan amendment hearing by Selectboard will be held on October 24th at 
7:00 PM. Note from 10/5 minutes- Nancy expects Dave Donahue at the first meeting in 
November: (11/07). 

 
3. Presentation by GroSolar (Lincoln Lande) for a 5mW solar project in Middlebury. 

 
Lincoln introduced a 5mW solar project that is proposed to be located on a 112 acre parcel 
owned by Ruth Quesnel. He is looking for feedback from the Planning Commission, and would 
also like to present to the Selectboard.  The proposed site is located west of Halladay Road 
with frontage on Rte. 7 and Middle Road.  Mr. Lande stressed that GroSolar will not move 
forward without Town support. The solar array would occupy approx. 40 acres, but this could 
change depending on final determination of wetlands, other significant features and 
threatened species. Panel design over the last few years has significantly improved, which 
reduces the acreage required. The arrays would be mounted on a pile system with fixed rack 
solar panels. There is also the possibility that this system would be backed up with battery 
storage. As proposed, the system would be mostly hidden by existing land formations and 
wooded landscape. Access to the property can be provided along Rte. 7 as well as from the 
south end of Middle Road. Mr. Lande suggested that due to heavy traffic during construction 
the Rte. 7 access may be preferable. Continued maintenance for the array requires minimal 
traffic and Middle Road could easily serve that purpose. The entire array is required to be 
fenced. 
 
PC comments- Middle Road is a Class 4 road that has been relocated from what is shown on 
GroSolar’s site plans. Mr. Lande noted that this site plan is only conceptual and would likely 
change due to many factors. PC noted that the VAST snowmobile trail is located close by and 
that previous input has been provided regarding other recreational opportunities related to 
the Middle Road buildout. PC noted that that a rare bat species has been identified in the 
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area. GroSolar will conduct rare and threatened species review study as part of their overall 
environmental assessment review. Additionally, Mr. Lande noted that no cutting of trees is 
necessary to site the arrays. The exception might be around the battery storage area. Is there 
a pollinator’s policy? GroSolar will use pollinator friendly seed mixes. PC asked about the view 
of the array from the west, along Creek Road? Mr. Lande expressed that they will not need to 
remove any wooded buffers that presently exist and shield most of the array from the west 
viewshed. PC noted that the Selectboard endorsed the recommendations of the Solar Task 
Force, which will be incorporated into the new Town Plan, and which encourage developers 
to follow a “no surprise rule” to work with the planner and PC to review new applications. 
This presentation is an example of how the policy would work, and the PC expressed 
appreciation for that. Will the battery storage be connected to the East Middlebury 
substation? Yes and the battery system would allow for use of micro-grid technology. Will this 
help to lower electric costs to Middlebury rate payers? Mr. Lande shared that most likely 
GMP will own this system which would directly benefit local rate payers, helping to provide 
reliability to the system, assist to stabilize rates and even put slight downward pressure on 
them. What about wildlife corridors? That will be part of GroSolar’s environmental 
consultants review. Would this require upgrades to Middle Road? That depends on how the 
Town would require GroSolar to access the property during and after construction. What 
happens to the array after the useful life of the system is depleted? The Public Utility 
Commission requires a decommissioning fund as part of the State’s “Certificate of Public 
Good” (CPG) permit. GroSolar believes the lifespan of the solar panels will be 35 years. 
 
GroSolar’s next steps- PC feels strongly that they would like to conduct a site visit. Lincoln will 
coordinate with Jennifer. Jennifer and Kathleen Ramsay will identify the process to obtain 
Town support for the project.          

 
4. Minutes:   

 
9/21/2017 Minutes- Steve Terry moved to approve as presented, John Anderson 2nds. 
Approved 6-yes, 0-no and Nancy abstained. 
9/28/2017 Minutes- Sam Ostrow moved to approve as presented, Sarah Peluso 2nds. 
Approved 6-yes, 0-no and John abstained. 
10/5/2017 Minutes- Steve Terry moved to approve as presented, Sarah Peluso 2nds. 
Approved 4-yes, 0-no and John, Sam and Barbara abstained. 

 
5. Discussion of Zoning Regulation Updates 

The PC reviewed final section # 766 “Landscaping and Screening”. 
 
Jen asked the PC to begin consideration of the green colored text first. As noted, the red text 
denotes changes already made by the PC. The green text denotes change suggestions by the 
Tree Committee, (represented at the meeting by Leslie and Judy).  Chris Robbins’s comments 
were also included.  The Planning Commission made several observation regarding the 
proposed text and suggested edits to this section. Jen took notes and will revise as directed 
by PC.   
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6. Adjournment:    

Steve moved to adjourn at 1:30 pm, 2nd Sam. Meeting concluded. 

 
Submitted by:  Jennifer Murray 


